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As Umagine 2025 comes to an end, | feel proud of the lively
exchange of ideas, we have had over the past two days. First of all, |
congratulate Honourable Minister for Information Technology Annan
PTR, and the officers of this department for making Umagine 2025 a
very grand success.

This conclave has highlighted Tamil Nadu’s position as a global
leader in technology and innovation. We have witnessed ground
breaking discussions, inspiring key notes and promising collaborations
that will further strengthen our ties and shape our digital future.

Tamil Nadu has always been a leader in adopting new
technologies. It was Dr. Kalaignar, during his tenure as Chief Minister,
who launched the first-ever IT policy for the state in the mid-90s. He
also introduced Computer Science into the educational curriculum, even
in the state board schools.

Following the footsteps of Dr. Kalaignar, our Honourable Chief
Minister has taken steps to make Tamil Nadu a frontrunner in IT and
other industries. Our government has been strengthening the startup



ecosystem. The Startup and entrepreneurship culture has deep roots in
Tamil Nadu.

Under the guidance of our Honourable Chief Minister, Dravidian
Model government has been focusing on helping youth become
entrepreneurs. We are supporting them to materialize their ideas as
startups. As a result, the industrial landscape in Tamil Nadu has grown a
lot.

When our government took over the office, there were only around
2,300 startups in the state. Today, thanks to our policies and support,
that number has grown to 10,000.

Startup Eco System is growing at a rapid pace in Tamil Nadu.
Through initiatives like iTNT (iTamil Nadu Technology), Tamil Nadu
Government is also encouraging startups by tying up with other
incubators. Several initiatives have been taken to help these startups
scale up their operations and to help them secure funding.

Tamil Nadu’s commitment to supporting innovation, enhancing
deep tech and building an innovation led economy has strengthened
through this event. During this Umagine event, special attention has
been given to emerging technologies.

Even in the space of Artificial Intelligence, Tamil Nadu has
emerged as the leading state. With the support of, all the industry
stakeholders, | am sure of further growth of Al-based infrastructure in
the state.

Tamil Nadu is also known for the quality of living and ease of
doing business. Dr. Kalaignar played a key role in the growth of the IT



industry in Tamil Nadu. Recognizing global trends, he opened the Tidel
Park in Chennai to boost the sector.

Our Dravidian Model Government is taking all the required steps
to ensure that investors set up their units without any hassles. ELCOT
will function as the nodal contact point for all IT Companies for
resolving the problem faced by them.

For growth of IT industries, it is essential to have properly skilled
human resources. Our government is also working effectively to create
a skill-based workforce.

To support this, our Honourable Chief Minister launched the Naan
Mudhalvan Scheme, which has trained about 30 lakh students in Tamil
Nadu so far. Tamil Nadu has taken proactive steps to provide industry
specific training to its students under the Naan Mudhalvan Scheme,

We are giving global exposure to our students by enabling them
to travel across the globe to gain knowledge. Recently, our students have
visited UK and Japan, under Scout program of Naan Mudhalvan
scheme.

A large number of faculty development programs are conducted
to keep them updated on the latest trends in technology. During this
Umagine event, many MoUs have been signed for collaboration with
various organizations.

The video gaming fraternity in Tamil Nadu is very vibrant. Game
Developers Association of India and Visual Effects Game Animation
Society are very active in Tamil Nadu. It will promote local talent and
establish Tamil Nadu as the hub for Video Game developments.



The exhibition pavilion showcased the immense potential of our
Tech Industries and innovation driven economy. | thank every
participant for your youth enthusiasm and contributions which made the
Umagine 2025 a resounding success.

To support our Honourable Chief Minister's vision of making
Tamil Nadu a one trillion-dollar economy by 2030, we will work
together in the coming days.

This is not the end but the beginning of many transformative
initiatives that will propel Tamil Nadu to greater heights. Let us take the
insights and partnerships from the Conclave forward and create a
brighter future for all.

Together we make Tamil Nadu, the beacon of innovation and
excellence in the world. Thank You. mesri) suesoréssib.
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